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Local hero
up for Gard
to toe in official Garda uniform, and
reported for duty. Within minutes,
the thieves were spotted at the other
end of the Cartamundi car park and
Ceejay took off as fast as his little legs
could carry him. His first, and most
important assignment as a Garda,
had begun.

Garda Ceejay tries out his new Garda
vehicle, which was presented to him
by the Preparation staff of
Cartamundi. All Photos: Joe Evans
Right: Fran Conroy of Cartamundi
Ireland and Santa Claus present
Garda Ceejay with his Certificate for
saving Christmas.

By Darren Skelton
THE youngest member of An Garda
Síochaná was called into duty last
Friday afternoon in Waterford after
two unscrupulous thieves attempted to steal Christmas.
Four-year-old Ceejay McArdle,
from Castleblayney, Co Monaghan,
arrived with a fleet of Gardaí – all
sirens blaring – at Cartamundi on
the Industrial Estate shortly after

12:15pm. He was met by Santa Claus
himself who told Ceejay what was
after happening.
“I’ve terrible news,” Santa said,
surrounded by his team of elves.
“There are two robbers on the loose
and they’re after making off with
some of our games…can you help
Ceejay?!”
Ceejay jumped out of the car, top

Garda McArdle
In September 2014, at just two
years of age, Ceejay began feeling
poorly. He was getting high temperatures for a few weeks and his parents, Susan and Marcus, couldn’t
understand what was happening.
Bloods were taken in Cavan Hospital
and after an original suspicion of
glandular fever was ruled out, the
family received the devastating news
that Ceejay had leukaemia.
“Two hours after
getting the diagnosis
from his consultant,
we were straight up
to Crumlin,” Ceejay’s
Dad Marcus said.
“He’s been receiving
chemotherapy every
day since we got that
news, and he will
continue to do so
until January 2018.”
Sixteen months
ago, a local guard
called to Ceejay’s house to
see how he was getting on. The little
trooper, who had always loved the
guards, got immensely excited. Sgt
Derek Rochford from Monaghan
Gardaí rued the fact that he was
making calls that day in an
unmarked car so he promised that
he’d return. The next day, with a
childseatreadyinthecar,hebrought
Ceejay for a spin around town, with

Staff of Cartamundi, Gardaí, members of the Garda Motorcycle Club and Waterford Coastguard made the magic happen
for Garda Ceejay.
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ter man. He had them found and handcuffed within minutes and with a rapturous applause from the Cartamundi
staff, he carted them both into jail.
“This is just unbelievable…I’m totally overwhelmed,” Ceejay’s mother
Susan said. “It’s just so magical. He’s
been running around all day and he
gets that energy from the Guards. They
give him such a boost and lift him from
his bad days. I can’t believe what everyone has done here today…it’s just so
magical.”
Once the thieves – played by John
Kelly and Shane Hutchinson – were
apprehended, Garda McArdle received
his reward. He was presented with a
certificate for saving
Christmas, a bundle
of board games, a
collection of cash
and vouchers that
the staff of Cartamundi had collected and a brand new
a final stop at his Granny’s
Garda Patrol Bike
house.
that the staff of the
Since then, his love for the
Preparation Room
Guards has grown, and the
at Cartamundi had
feeling has been absolutely
bought for him. It
mutual. A Garda called Alan
was an amazing
Keane saw the footage of Ceeeffort from everyjay spinning around on Faceone concerned.
book and arranged for him to
“As soon as we
visit Garda HQ in Phoenix
heard that Ceejay
Park.
was coming
Next, he was off to Templedown to Watermore to pass out with the other
ford to visit the
Garda Recruits and became an
Barracks I
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businesses of
police forces all over the world,” Hu
m u n d i making toys, it would be a great opporMarcus said.
tunity to do something special for him,”
and a plan started to come together.”
“He has his good days and his
Every member of staff at Cartamun- said Fran Conroy of Cartamundi Irebad days, but the days with the Guards
are definitely his good days. We can’t di dressed up for the big day. There land. “We came up with the idea of havwere Elves and little Santa’s helpers. ing some bother in the plant with two
say enough about them.”
The factory was decked out in Christ- thieves and the only man that could
mas trees and decorations and from help was Ceejay. Everyone in the factoTo Waterford
Local Garda Conor Courtney got early Friday morning, the Christmas ry took the idea to their hearts – I didn’t
talking to Fran Conroy of Cartamundi songs were blaring out from the speak- have to go around asking people to get
to see if they could think of something ers. It was time to make a little boy’s involved, they couldn’t wait to help.
that the people of Waterford could do dream come true.
The evening shift did a collection for
“There they are!” Ceejay shouted as vouchers, the day shift did the same…
for Ceejay.
“Ceejay is a colleague of ours. Our he ran after the Christmas thieves. the management were fantastic…it
youngest and most dedicated,” Conor With Santa Claus in tow, they tore was such a team effort and we’re
told the Waterford News & Star. “I know through the factory in search of the delighted with how everything went
a Garda up the country that was friend- board game robbers.
for Ceejay.”
“We need you to save Christmas for
ly with Ceejay’s family and we got talkFor Garda Ceejay McArdle in
ing about what we could do for him all the boys and girls Ceejay…they’re Waterford, with a smile from ear to ear,
down here. I spoke to Fran from Carta- depending on you!” Santa said. No bet- it was a day he’ll never forget.
Garda Ceejay McArdle, with his colleagues
from Waterford Garda Station, sets out to
apprehend the Christmas thieves.

NABBED!

